This study was aimed to find a correlation between the extent of concanavalin A (Con A) binding to lymphocytes and the blastogenic effect of the lectin on these cells. 63Ni-labeled Con A was used in the lectin-binding experiments. Binding of 63Ni-Con A to lymphocyte (Method A). 0.5 ml aliquots of lymphocyte suspension (10 X 106/ml in PBS without Ca and Mg+ ) were incubated with 63Ni-Con A (100 Mg/mI) for 60 mm at room temperature.
The specific binding of 63Ni-Con A to lymphocytes was determined as described in Fig. 1 . Correction was made for the binding were Incubated with 63Ni-Con A (100 ig/ml) for 30 mm at room temperature with agitation. The cells were then centrifuged, washed twice with 2-mi portions of PBS, and were suspended in 1 ml trichioroacetic acid (5#{176}/o). After incubation at 15 mm the precipitate was centrifuged and the supematant (containing '3Ni which was released from 63Ni Con A by acidification) was mixed with 10 ml of Bray's solution'4 and counted in a Packard scintillation counter. Correction for the binding of 63Ni-Con A to red blood cells present in the lymphocyte suspension was done as described above.
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